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on the spot. Domestic industries, which were once of some
importance, appear to be on the decline; on the other hand, some
attempts are apparently being made to extend the scope of modem
industry.
THE KIRGHIZ STEPPES, which, lie to the south of the previous
region, belong to the republic of Kazakstan. The rainfall is low,
and although Russian cultivators had settled in the northern parts
of Akmolinsk and Semipalatinsk, the remainder of the region was
generally unfit for agriculture, and it was only in 3 few scattered
oases, where irrigation could be practised^, that colonization was
attempted. The Kirghiz tribes, who are the chief inhabitants of
the steppe, had large herds of horses, camels, cattle, and sheep,
and practically lived in the same nomadic fathicn as their fathers
had done for many centuries. Tallow, obtained from the fat-tailed
sheep, wool, horse-hair, and camel-hair were the chief exports. Of
recent years Soviet policy has aimed at the discouragement of
nomadism, the extension of the irrigated area for the cultivation
of cotton, and the development of mineral resources.
The economic development of this region in the future will
depend mainly upon the exploitation of its mineral wealth. Coal
appears to be well distributed; at Ekibas-tuse to the south-west
of Pavlodar on the Irtish, and elsewhere, there are large reserves
which, though, of relatively inferior quality, will assist railway
development. Other minerals include copper and iron, both of
which appear to be abundant in the Karkaralinsk district. At
present most attention is given to the copper deposits which are of
considerable value.
THE ALTAI ANB SAYAN REGION is noted for its mineral rather
than for its agricultural wealth. There is a belt of arable land
along the course of the railway, but the most fertile district is that
round Minusinsk, on the Upper Yenisei, where the rich, black soil
and favourable climatic conditions permit the cultivation of wheat,
sugar-beet, and other crops. Gold is found in placer deposits in
the valleys of various rivers in the Altai and Tomsk districts, but
their present output is unknown. Iron ore, although it has not yet
been worked to any great extent, is known to exist in large quantities
in the Kuznetsk coal basin, and there are also deposits in the
'xudghbonrhood of Minusinsk. The Kuznetsk coal basin which has
a probable area of over 9,000 square miles, lies in the valley of the